
Windsor Open Space  

You may not know that the Open Space is an area of 
Borough Importance for Nature Conservation.  For a 
small area, almost isolated by busy roads, houses and 
building sites, this is quite remarkable. 

I f you are familiar with the Open Space and the footpath 
along the brook you will know that it is at its best in 
Spring and early Summer.  Now the blackthorn is begin-
ning to blossom, soon to be followed by hawthorn.  A 
haze of bright green covers the trees.  Birds have paired 
off and are building their nests.  

I f you don t know the Open Space, now is the time to 
visit it.  Have a picnic, and bring your children and grand-
children: a refurbished Play Area with entirely new equip-
ment (and a separate section for toddlers) will be open 
by Easter.  

FoWOS (Friends of Windsor Open Space) has been 
around for fourteen years now  ever since residents saw 
off Thames Water, which wanted to build a sewer under 
the Open Space.  This would, of course, have involved 
quite unacceptable environmental damage. 

Each year FoWOS committee produces a programme of 
events and activities: a Bird Walk and a Fungus Foray 
this year as well as an ongoing tree identification pro-
gramme.  Already we have planted a hundred snowdrops 
and a similar number of wild daffodil bulbs.  By the time 
you read this we will have gapped up the hawthorn 

hedge at the end of Windsor Road and planted 
more blackthorn, hazel, holly and viburnum.  

FoWOS is entirely supported by its members gener-
osity.  I f you would like to know more, you may 
find a trifold in the Church End Library foyer.  Alter-
natively, get in touch with our membership secre-
tary, Ann Pepper, who will send you a copy of our 
most recent Newsletter together with a programme 
of Events for the current year. [Ann Pepper: Tel: 
020-8346.5874; Email: ann.pepper33@gmail.com] 
No obligation, as they say.  

Whatever else you do, come along and enjoy the 
Open Space this year.  

Dennis Pepper  

Birds in our Garden  

I have been asked to write about 'Birds in our Gar-
den'. I do so sitting in the garden on one of these 
wonderful Spring days this March has brought us 
(pity about the drought!) I am not alone nor is it 
quiet. The persistent and rather monotonous Spring 
call of the great tit sounds nearby, the loud and 
urgent coo-ing of woodpigeons, the staccato song 
of the wren remarkably loud for our almost smallest 
bird, and in the course of the day much else be-
sides. The robin sings almost the year round, usu-
ally briefly, just to say 'this is my patch'. Dawn can 
be heralded by our best songsters, blackbird and 
songthrush, but they probably get a wider audience 
in the late afternoon. Not all birdcalls are pleasing 
to us but those with harsher voices often have 
striking plumage - magpie, jay, parakeet and the 
loudly laughing green woodpecker among them. 
Occasional cuckoos have called here in springtime. 
Any night we may hear owls.  

Heron taking refuge on our roof from crows 
which pointlessly persecute flying herons 

Continued inside...  
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The Rector went bananas for Fairtrade Fortnight  by 
climbing on to the church roof with a giant inflated 
banana at the Green and Fair tea party on 3rd 
March. Bishop Peter joined the children in a treas-
ure hunt around the spruced up churchyard and 
enjoyed Fairtrade refreshments with parishioners.  

Another clergyman 

 

the Rev Ed Turner of 
Edmonton 

 

went  one  step further  the 
following week by donning a banana costume 
for the celebration at St. Paul s Cathedral on 
11th March when London became a Fairtrade 
Diocese.   

A party of 10 from St. Mary s, including 93-
year-old  Monica  Francis,  joined  in  the  
carnival atmosphere with  choirs  of  flag 
waving children, African drummers and a 
steel band.. Guest of honour was a 63-year-
old grandmother from Malawi 

 

the face of 
Harry s  Nuts  -  whose  life  has  been  trans-
formed by the Fairtrade Foundation. 

Water of Life, 17th March, see inside 


